280          The Chancellor of Oxford's letter.     [A.
however, is the first instance in which your kind intentions to me have ever been frustrated1. I have now the full effect of your care and benevolence; and am far from thinking it a slight honour, or a small advantage ; since it will put the enjoyment of your conversation more frequently in the power of, dear Sir,
' Your most obliged and affectionate
' SAM. JOHNSON.'
'P.S. I have enclosed a letter to the Vice-Chancellor2, which you will read ; and, if you like it, seal and give him.
'[London,] Feb. 1755.'
As the Publick will doubtless be pleased to see the whole progress of this well-earned academical honour, I shall insert the Chancellor of Oxford's letter to the University3, the diploma, and Johnson's letter of thanks to the Vice-Chancellor.
' To the Reverend Dr. HUDDESFORD, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Oxford ; to be communicated to the Heads of Houses, and proposed in Convocation.
' MR. VICE-CHANCELLOR, AND GENTLEMEN,
'Mr. Samuel Johnson, who was formerly of Pembroke College, having very eminently distinguished himself by the publication of a series of essays, excellently calculated to form the manners of the people, and in which the cause of religion and morality is every where maintained by the strongest powers of argument and language ; and who shortly intends to publish a Dictionary of the English Tongue, formed on a new plan, and executed with the greatest labour and judgement ; I persuade myself that I shall act agreeably to the sentiments of the
his speech upon opening the Rad-    Fitzmaurice's Slielburne \ 15
cUffe Library at Oxford, before a fall        ' < I suppose Johnson means that
theatre introduced three times the     my kind intention of being the first
word Redeat, pausing each time for     to give him the good news of the
a considerable space, during which     degree being granted w& frustrated,
the most unbounded applause shook     because Dr. King brought it before
the theatre, winch was filled with a     my intelligence arrived.' WARTON —
vast body of peers, members of par-     UOSWELL
liarnent, and men of property.    Soon        "Dr.   Huddesford,   President  of
of the D±   f°r[   H74,51^0,^^    Trhlity Colle^e'    WAKTON.-BOS-01 the Duke of Cumberland, he de-     WELL.
scribed himas am an, gui timet omnia        ' Extracted from the Convocation-
presented this same     Register, Oxford.    BOSWELL. King to George  III.  m 1760.'
wholeN.— the Young Pretender. In 1754, BOSWELL. Dr. King (Anec. p. 196) writes Lord Shelburne, 'Dr. King in
